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In memory of 

those who never 

came home.  

Gone but never 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to all                   

members born in December. 

Free Coffee                   

at the                     

post daily!! 

We wish you a Very 

Merry Christmas 

and  Very                        

Prosperous New 

Year 

post45palatka.webs.com
mailto:post45palatka@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter.post45@gmail.com


Post Calendar of Events for December 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

As with Thanksgiving, 

Christmas can be a rough 

time for some. DO your 

Buddy Checks! Have a 

friend over for Christmas 

that might be alone. 

1 Post Open 

 

 

 

 

Aux. Exec. 

Meeting at 10 

am 

2 Post Open 3 Post Closed  4 Post Open 

 

Monthly          

Reports are 

due today 

5 Post Open 

Breakfast          

8 to 11 am 

Flea Market 

8 am - 2 pm 
 

Jr.s Meeting  

10 am 

6 Post 

Closed  

7 Post Open 

 

How about 

you and some 

friends meet 

at the post for 

some coffee? 

8 Post Open 9 Post Open 

 

 

 

 

Legion Exec. 

Comm.             

Meeting 10 am 

10 Post Closed 

Pot Luck              

Dinner at                

6 pm   

                       

Legion & Aux. 

Business Meet-

ing 7 pm 

11 Post Open 12 Post Open 

Breakfast          
8 to 11 am 

 

Riders             

Meeting at  10 

am 

13 Post 

Closed  

14 Post Open 

 

Last day to 

make your 

Christmas 

Dinner          

Reservation 

15 Post Open 

 

Who wants to 

hold a              

luncheon at 

the post            

today? 

16 Post Open 17 Post Closed  18 Post Open 

 

 

 

 

Post Cleaning 

day. All are  

welcome 

19 Post Open 

No Breakfast 
 

SAL Meeting 

at 10 am. 
 

Monthly             

Dinner at 5 

pm. 

20 Post 

Closed  

21  Post Closed 22  Post Closed 23 Post Closed 

 If you are 

traveling, be 

safe and 

drive                

carefully 

24 Post Closed  

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve 

25 Post Closed  26 Post Closed 

 

 

No Breakfast 

today. 

  

27 Post 

Closed  

28 Post Open 

 

 
 

 

 articles are 

due today 

by 5 pm 

29 Post Open 30 Post Open 31 Post Closed 

 

 

New Years Eve  

 

 

 

Have a safe a happy 

New Year, and we 

hope to see you at the 

post in 2021!! 



Commanders Corner         Ken Moore 

We have made through November 2020. We had a lot of wonderful things take place . Thank you to everyone who 

helped  make a great Veterans Day celebration, we had a wonderful turn out and a great response from our community, 

we even received a thumbs up in the local newspaper. We also had a wonderful thanksgiving dinner and lots good food 

thanks to a generous donation from Seminole electric and the Unit 45 auxiliary for providing a large selection of                  

wonderful deserts. I also want to thank the decorating committee for continuing to do such a great job in decorating the 

post. We also held our first flag retirement ceremony using our new burn pit, which not only looks great but works great 

also. I almost forgot to mention that thanks to the donation from Seminole electric we were able to also provide                     

Thanksgiving for some of the less fortunate. We also performed a couple of folded flag ceremonies for brothers who 

have passed. We were invited to do a POW/MIA ceremony for the local Masonic lodge which was received very well 

and appreciated. We have had a busy month, but none of these successes were done by only 1, 2 or 3 people it was team 

work and everyone doing their part , doing what they could do and I want to thank everyone for helping us to be able to 

serve our community and for having us seen by those in our community so that they know The American Legion Bert 

Hodge post 45 is continuing to move forward.  December is here we are planning our post Christmas dinner and the     

decorating committee is at work. We are still looking for a family to provide Christmas for and should have one very 

soon. Again I want to thank everyone for making our post a wonderful place made up not of friends but of family.  Let’s 

continue moving forward together.   

For God and Country. Thank you and God Bless   

Vet Relief                                          Ken Moore 

For now vet relief is only releasing funds to help     veter-

ans  directly affected by the COVID-19 virus. Please let me 

know if I can help and allow 7 to 10 days for processing. 

All information is kept strictly confidential . Thank you and 

God Bless.   

Membership                                 Ken Moore 

Welcome to all our new members now its time for you 

to get busy. Do you want to know what you can do to 

support the post and its mission, just ask. It doesn’t 

matter if you can give a couple of hours a week , you 

can still help. We are in second place in our district 

and we can take first place in December. If you have 

already renewed your membership I want to thank you 

for your support and if you haven’t please make plans 

to before the end of the month, your 2020 membership 

expires on the 31st we want you to continue being a 

member of our wonderful post and the American                

Legion so please renew yours.   

COME JOIN US FOR THE POST FAMILY CHRISTMAS 

CELEBRATION! SECRET SANTA, DOOR PRIZES 

AND A DELICIOUS MEAL PROVIDED BY THE 

POST.   

OUR MENU  

HAM, ROASTED CHICKEN , GREEN 

BEANS,  OVEN ROASTED POTATOES, 

CORN, CRANBERRY SAUCE, ROLLS AND A 

DRINK .  

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO BRING YOUR BEST 

CHRISTMAS DESSERT TO SHARE. ALL THIS 

ON DECEMBER 19TH AT 5:00 PM AT THE 

POST.PLEASE RSVP BY DECEMBER 14 WITH 

THE NUMBER OF GUEST THAT WILL BE                  

ATTENDING 386 328-6976/OR BO MEADOWS 

904 699 2457. MERRY CHRISTMAS                             

FROM YOUR KITCHEN CREW!  

Kitchen Corner 



A VERY BUSY POST 

 

The first Flag  

Retirement                  

Ceremony went 

well. The fire pit 

worked great and 

looks good. 

Pictures from the Thanksgiving dinner. Great food and  

fun was had by all.  See you at the Christmas dinner. 

The post             

provided dinner 

for the bread of 

life in Palatka. 

We are proud to 

be able to help 

out our                        

community. 

The post handing out thanksgiving dinners to be                 

distributed. 

Receiving candy from operation gratitude. 

The ladies from Seminole electric presenting 

$1000.00 in gift cards for thanksgiving dinner . From 

left to right Maryjo , Post Commander, Abby,  Post 

Adjutant and Cindy  

Pictures from the 

Veterans Day 

Celebration.  

Thank you all for 

coming out. 

The POW/MIA 

Ceremony at the 

Palatka Masons 

Lodge on Crill 

Ave. Lester, 

Ken, Bo, and 

Gary did a great 

job on the 

presentation. 



Auxiliary  President                                                                                                             Teresa Schoolcraft 

Thank you to all of our Auxiliary for your beautiful Thanksgiving decorations and all those wonderful desserts at our 

Thanksgiving dinner.  A special thank you goes out to Pat Hunt, and Carolyn Bennett for cooing the hams.  One also 

goes to Esme Coward for her wonderful stuffing.  Great job Auxiliary. 

Next up is Christmas and there is so much more to do.  We need a variety of small, medium, and large trays or contain-

ers that we will use to deliver out holiday treats this year.  We will also need items for our door prizes such as; oranges, 

hot cocoa mix, mini marshmallows, large cinnamon sticks, apples (red and green), oranges, walnuts, pecans, hazelnuts, 

etc. (in the shell), red and green grapes, fruits all need to be at the Post by Wednesday December 16th, so that we can get 

the door prizes organized.  We will not be doing it the day before or the day of our dinner.  So, please bring them in on 

Wednesday December 16th. 

We will also be making treat trays for our home bound veterans, 1st responders, the correction officers, etc., so, we need 

holiday treats.  Such as; brownies, cookies, mini pies, holiday candies, cupcakes, oranges, hot cocoa mix, mini marsh-

mallows, large cinnamon sticks, apples (red and green), oranges, walnuts, pecans, hazelnuts, etc. (in the shell), red and 

green grapes.  These items need to be to the Post on Monday December 21st.  We will need a lot and I know we can do it. 

I want to thank all of the Auxiliary for the great job. they did at our Veterans Day BBQ as well.  Auxiliary Unit 45 

ROCKS.  Let’s keep it up. 

We need any pistol or rifle tickets and money in by December 2nd no later because the drawing is on the December 5th. 

For God & Country. Teresa Schoolcraft, President 

Auxiliary News 

**ATTENTION ALL POST MEMBERS** 

That means Legion, Auxiliary, Riders, and SAL.  Don’t forget to sign up for the Christmas dinner.  We also 

do secret Santa.   How that works is you bring a gift costing no more than $20 to the Post.  Females buy                   

female gifts and Males buy male gifts.  If you are bringing a child please provide a gift for your child so they 

have something to open.   

Auxiliary Chaplains Prayer 

"Once a man was asked, 'what did you gain by regularly praying to God?'  The man replied, 'nothing...but let 

me tell you what I lost: Anger, ego, greed, depression, insecurities, and fear of death.'  Sometimes, The answer 

to our prayers is not gaining but losing; which ultimately is the gain." 

 

CAN I GET AN AMEN??   Cathy Boyland, Chaplain American Legion Auxiliary 

Thru the Wars and the Founding of  The American Legion and Post 45 

   There is a history book with lots of pictures, personal stories, and internet war articles written 

at both adult and children’s level.  Please take the time to browse it when you are at the Post.  It 

has lots of interesting facts, articles and pictures of the wars starting with WW I thru Kuwait and 

how we reacted to the wars.  The back section is about Post 45 and articles about some of our 

members and the founding of the American Legion.  Please take the time to read some of the 

articles and learn about our history in a relaxing atmosphere at the Post with a cup of coffee and 

friends.  I hope you find it interesting and informative.    - Book compiled by Pat Andries 



American Legion Riders Bert Hodge Chapter 45                                                                                 

316 Osceola St.  Palatka,  FL 32177      386-328-6976 

Tickets   $5 each 

Winner is required to pass an ATF background 

check before they take ownership and they must be 

21 to enter and win.  Winner will be notified after 

drawing on December 5th.  The winner will have 1 

week to claim prize.  Unclaimed prize will become 

the property of the Legion Riders Chapter 45.  Win-

ner will be notified where to pick up rifle and do 

the background check. 

If you have any questions please text Rider Secretary Teresa Schoolcraft at               

386-517-3764 

Rifle Drawing  for a Mossberg Patriot 30-06, 3 

flush fitting magazines included, spiral bolt,            

rubber bumper, padded sling, & fluted barrel.  

You can stop by Great Guns in downtown                                  

Palatka to view it. 

Attention all Riders it is time to pay your dues.  Please see Rider 1st Vice Wayne Moon.  If you have a 

motorcycle endorsement on your drivers license or a motorcycle please talk to our director Ron Kelly.  

The Riders are also selling drawing tickets for a Mossberg Patriot 30-06 with 3/9x40 scope.  The tickets 

are $5 each, for a ticket please see your Riders.     Director,  Ron Kelly 

Legion Riders Chapter 45 

Winner is required to pass an ATF background check before they take ownership and they must be 21 

to   enter and win.  Winner will be notified after drawing on December 5th.  The winner will have 1 

week to claim prize.  Unclaimed prize will become the property of the Auxiliary Unit 45.  Winner will 

be notified where to pick up rifle and do the background check. 

Drawing December 5th 

for a Taurus G2S 9mm 

Tickets are only $5 each 

American Legion Auxiliary Bert Hodge Unit 45 

316 Osceola St.  Palatka,  FL 32177                   386-328-6976 

Pistol shown is not the actual pistol colors may vary. 



We was going to clean up the post truck on November 30th but the weather prevented us. So we will be doing 

it on Monday December 7th at 10:00 am. Anyone who would like to help please be at the post by 9:00 am.   

We will be presenting Kiva Assisted Living Facility with a plaque for taking such great care of our elderly   

veterans. We will also be presenting the one veteran working there with a SAL Challenge coin, as well as gift 

baskets to the elderly veterans in their care. We are asking for donations of; candies (old fashion ones if             

possible),  older Christmas movies (I.E. It’s a wonderful life), personal blankets or throws, You can also get 

them a Thank you card signed by you and whoever you want to have sign it, and for the donation of $10 you 

can get them an SAL coffee mug (seen below) with Thank You printed on it. We have 5 veterans  living there.  

Any of the SAL members who wishes to be there with us, please be at the post by 9 am on Friday the 18th 

The cut off date and time for donations is Tuesday, December  15th. 

For God and Country, and for our veterans. Paul Flint, Squadron 45 Commander 

Squadron 45 News 

Riders Chapter 45 

It is very important that all Riders attend the meeting on Saturday December 12th at 10 am.   Reminder please 

bring in any money or tickets from the pistol and rifle sales by December 2nd, because the drawing is the 5th.  

Also, don’t forget it is time to pay your dues. 

Teresa Schoolcraft,  Secretary 

Ala junior's 

I, Haylie Schoolcraft, and SAL member Deshaun Monkhouse would like to thank everyone for their               

wonderful support on our First Responder project.  It turned out fantastic.  We are already looking forward to 

doing more in our community and for our Veterans. 

Children are our Future Teresa Schoolcraft,  Juniors Chairperson 

Come in and have some coffee and 

camaraderie with us.  



Military Trivia 

Q: What was the first war the U. S. took part in that was partially 

financed with lottery dollars?  

A) The Civil War  The War of 1812 

C) The Revolutionary War.   D) The Korean War 

The answer to the November trivia was;  

D) The gold buttons on the Marine Corps Dress Blue Uniform 

Murphy's Laws of Combat   

#44 The one item you need is always in short supply.                                                                                                                      

#57 When reviewing the radio frequencies that you just wrote down, the most important ones are always illegible. 

Laugh it up. And have some fun on us...You earned it. 

As a group of soldiers stood in formation at an              

Army Base, the Drill Sergeant said, "All right! All 

you idiots fall out."  As the rest of the squad                 

wandered away, one soldier remained at                   

attention.  The Drill Instructor walked over until he 

was eye-to-eye with him, and then raised a single                    

eyebrow. The soldier smiled and said,                                                       

"Sure was a lot of 'em, huh, sir?"  

On some air bases the Air Force is on one side of the 

field and civilian aircraft use the other side of the 

field, with the control tower in the middle. 

One day the tower received a call from an aircraft 

asking, "What time is it?" The tower responded, 

"Who is calling?" The aircraft replied, "What                   

difference does it make?" The tower replied "It 

makes a lot of difference. 

If it is an American Airlines flight, it is 3 o'clock. 

If it is an Air Force plane, it is 1500 hours. 

If it is a Navy aircraft, it is 6 bells. 

If it is an Army aircraft, the big hand is on the 12 

and the little hand is on the 3. 

If it is a Marine Corps aircraft, it's Thursday                    

afternoon and 120 minutes to "Happy Hour."  

 

This is why 

you don’t 

let combat                 

veterans               

decorate a 

tree. 

https://www.triviaplaying.com/611-american-revolutionary-war-history-trivia.htm

